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Hannah Payne Art announces Chromatic Solace, a solo exhibition of work by Chilean 
textile artist Carmen Mardonez, at TM Gallery from 19 March – 5 June 2026.  

Working across large-scale embroidered works, sculptural textiles and installations, 
Mardonez reimagines embroidery as a contemporary visual language shaped by 
colour, gesture and material presence. Now based in Oxford, UK, the artist relocated in 
2023 after living and working in Los Angeles from 2017. 

At the heart of Chromatic Solace is the artist’s understanding of making as a place of 
refuge — a practice rooted in feelings of safety, happiness, and emotional grounding. 
For Mardonez, colour becomes a form of solace: a space that feels protective and 
intimate, akin to home. Her works function almost as a security blanket, holding 
warmth, memory, and care, while fostering a sense of connection between maker, 
material, and viewer. 

The exhibition presents a new large-scale embroidered installation measuring over 
five metres width, shown publicly for the first time, alongside works from the artist’s 
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ongoing Textildermy series and a sculptural wall-hung textile piece. Together, these 
works create an immersive environment that invites close, bodily engagement, 
balancing scale with tenderness and tactility. 

Created in response to the saturated light of Los Angeles, the works are infused with 
vivid pinks, purples, and greens that echo sunsets, beaches, and neon-lit cityscapes. 
These chromatic references sit alongside Mardonez’s long-standing fascination with 
the Northern Lights, whose shifting colours and atmospheric movement inform the 
rhythm and flow of her stitched surfaces. 

Working freehand and intuitively, Mardonez builds each composition through 
accumulations of thread. Painterly gestures emerge through repeated stitches, 
layering colour and texture into expansive, enveloping fields. Using discarded 
domestic textiles such as bedsheets and clothing, her practice is deeply relational — 
shaped by the generosity of those who donate materials, and by the personal histories 
carried within the fabrics themselves. In this way, the works hold quiet traces of 
shared lives, care, and labour, while asserting embroidery as a site of autonomy, 
intimacy, and creative freedom. 

The exhibition Chromatic Solace takes place ahead of Mardonez’s forthcoming solo 
exhibition in Philadelphia (September 2027), following her residency at Philadelphia’s 
Magic Gardens (Philadelphia Mosaic Museum), supported by a 2025 Pew Center for 
Arts & Heritage Grant.  

The works at TM Gallery will be expertly lit using TM Lighting’s high-CRI lighting, 
bringing the depth, colour and texture of the embroidered surfaces vividly to life. 

Artist Talk: 29 April - Carmen Mardonez in Conversation with TF Chan, Director of 
COLLECT, at TM Gallery 6.30 – 8.30 pm 
 

 
Image: Carmen Mardonez, Textildermy  
 
 
Carmen Mardonez (b. 1988) is a Chilean textile artist based in Oxford, UK. She relocated to the 

UK in 2023 after living and working in Los Angeles from 2017, where she developed an 

international exhibition profile across the United States and Europe. 

Mardonez studied History and Arts at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile and holds a 

Master’s degree in Community Psychology from the University of Chile. Her interdisciplinary 

academic background informs a career that spans visual art, research and community-

focused practice. 

Her work has been exhibited internationally in the United States, the UK and Europe. Recent 

exhibitions include Carmen Mardonez I Textildermy, TM Gallery and Hannah Payne Art at 

COLLECT (February 2026),  Identity (Verduyn, Belgium, 2025); Glimmers and Hues (John 

Wayne Airport, Orange County, CA, 2024); IN/BETWEEN/NESS: Women Tales from Latin 

America (Somers Gallery, London, 2024); Considering January (Patricia Sweetow Gallery, Los 

Angeles, 2024); Textildermy (solo exhibition, Emma Gray HQ, Los Angeles, 2023); and In 

Community: Arts at Blue Roof (USC Fisher Museum of Art, Los Angeles, 2023). 
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Mardonez has received support from a range of grants, scholarships and residencies, 

including a fully funded four-month artist residency at Quinn Emanuel, Los Angeles. Her work 

is held in private and institutional collections in the United States and the UK. 

 

Hannah Payne Art is a nomadic gallery and curatorial platform presenting exhibitions, projects 

and collaborations with emerging and mid-career contemporary artists across Oxford and 

London. Founded by gallerist and arts programmer Hannah Payne, the platform champions 

artists at pivotal moments in their careers, supporting the development and presentation of 

ambitious new work through thoughtfully curated exhibitions and public-facing programming. 

Her curatorial practice is grounded in close collaboration with artists and a commitment to 

creating meaningful contexts in which work can be encountered, discussed and collected. 

About TM Lighting 
TM Lighting is internationally recognised for transforming private and public art collections. 
Through award-winning, state-of-the-art design and manufacture of patented LED lighting 
products, the company enhances the way that art is experienced across historic houses, royal 
palaces, museums, contemporary galleries, and cultural institutions.   
 
Delivering tailored lighting solutions for some of the world’s most significant artworks and 
curatorial projects, TM Lighting is renowned for its highly personal design and advisory 
approach for curators, collectors, and art advisors. 
 
tmlighting.com 
 
About TM Gallery 
Situated near King’s Cross, TM Gallery is a not-for-profit platform established by TM Lighting 
nearly a decade ago to support mid-career artistic practice in collaboration with artists, 
curators, and cultural institutions. 
 
Each year, the gallery presents a programme of contemporary art exhibitions, talks and 
events, featuring contributors such as Iwona Blazwick OBE, Rayvenn Shaleigha D’Clark, Robert 
Montgomery, Bridget Riley, Amy Stephens, Richard Wentworth, and Freeny Yianni. Institutions 
including the University of the Arts London and the Royal Society of Sculptors have also 
participated. 
 
TM Gallery brings together artistic practice, experimentation and exceptional art lighting, 
providing a space for exchange and community-building.  

 
Enquiries: info@hannahpayneart.co.uk / +44 (0)7867871823 
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